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History Part – 1 to 4 
1. Pre Historic Period 

Notes 

 The history of human settlements in India goes back to prehistoric times. No written 
records are available for the prehistoric period. However, plenty of archaeological remains are 
found in different parts of India to reconstruct the history of this period. They include the stone 
tools, pottery, artifacts and metal implements used by pre-historic people. The development of 
archaeology helps much to understand the life and culture of the people who lived in this period. 
 

 In India, the prehistoric period is divided into the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age), Mesolithic 
(Middle Stone Age), Neolithic (New Stone Age) and the Metal Age.  

 However, these periods were not uniform throughout the Indian subcontinent. The dating of 
the prehistoric period is done scientifically. The technique of radio-carbon dating is commonly 
used for this purpose. It is based on measuring the loss of carbon in organic materials over a period 
of time. Another dating method is known as dendro-chronology. It refers to the number of tree 
rings in wood. By counting the number of tree rings in The wood, the date of the wood is arrived at. 

Paleolithic or Old Stone Age 

 The Old Stone Age sites are widely found in various parts of the Indian subcontinent. These 
sites are generally located near water sources. Several rock shelters and caves used by the 
Paleolithic people are scattered across the subcontinent. They also lived rarely in huts made of 
leaves.  

Some of the famous sites of Old Stone Age in India are: 

a. The Soan valley and Potwar Plateau on the northwest India. 

b. The Siwalik hills on the north India. 

c. Bhimpetka in Madhya Pradesh. 
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d. Adamgarh hill in Narmada valley. 

e. Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh and 

f. Attirampakkam near Chennai. 

 In the Old Stone Age, food was obtained by hunting animals and gathering edible plants and 
tubers. Therefore, these people are called as hunter-gatherers. They used stone tools, hand-sized 
and flaked-off large pebbles for hunting animals. Stone implements are made of a hard rock known 
as quartzite. Large pebbles are often found in river terraces.  

 The hunting of large animals would have required the combined effort of a group of people 
with large stone axes. We have little knowledge about their language and communication. Their way 
of life became modified with the passage of time since they made attempts to domesticate animals, 
make crude pots and grow some plants.  

 A few Old Stone Age paintings have also been found on rocks at Bhimbetka and other 
places. The period before 10000 B.C. is assigned to the Old Stone Age. 

Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age 

 The next stage of human life is called Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age which falls roughly 
from 10000 B.C. to 6000 B.C. It was the transitional phase between the Paleolithic Age and Neolithic 
Age. Mesolithic remains are found in Langhanj in Gujarat, Adamgarh in Madhya Pradesh and also in 
some places of Rajasthan, Utter Pradesh and Bihar.  

 The paintings and engravings found at the rock shelters give an idea about the social life 
and economic activities of Mesolithic people. In the sites of Mesolithic Age, a different type of stone 
tools is found. These are tiny stone artifacts, often not more than five centimeters in size, and 
therefore called microliths. The hunting-gathering pattern of life continued during this period. 
However, there seems to have been a shift from big animal hunting to small animal hunting and 
fishing.  
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 The use of bow and arrow also began during this period. Also, there began a tendency to 
settle for longer periods in an area. Therefore, domestication of animals, horticulture and primitive 
cultivation started. Animal bones are found in these sites and these include dog, deer, boar and 
ostrich. Occasionally, burials of the dead along with some microliths and shells seem to have been 
practiced. 

Neolithic Age 

 A remarkable progress is noticed in human civilization in the Neolithic Age. It is 
approximately dated from 6000 B.C to 4000 B.C. Neolithic remains are found in various parts of 
India. These include the Kashmir valley, Chirand in Bihar, Belan valley in Uttar Pradesh and in several 
places of the Deccan. The important Neolithic sites excavated in south India are Maski, Brahmagiri, 
Hallur and Kodekal in Karnataka, Paiyampalli in Tamil Nadu and Utnur in Andhra Pradesh. 

 The chief characteristic features of the Neolithic culture are the practice of agriculture, 
domestication of animals, polishing of stone tools and the manufacture of pottery. In fact, the 
cultivation of plants and domestication of animals led to the emergence of village communities 
based on sedentary life. 

 There was a great improvement in technology of making tools and other equipments used 
by man. Stone tools were now polished. The polished axes were found to be more effective tools for 
hunting and cutting trees. Mud brick houses were built instead of grass huts. Wheels were used to 
make pottery. Pottery was used for cooking as well as storage of food grains.  

 Large urns were used as coffins for the burial of the dead. There was also improvement in 
agriculture. Wheat, barely, rice, millet were cultivated in different areas at different points of time. 
Rice cultivation was extensive in eastern India. Domestication of sheep, goats and cattle was widely 
prevalent. Cattle were used for cultivation and for transport. The people of Neolithic Age used 
clothes made of cotton and wool. 

Metal Age 
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 The Neolithic period is followed by Chalcolithic (copper-stone) period when copper and 
bronze came to be used. The new technology of smelting metal ore and crafting metal artifacts is 
an important development in human civilization. But the use of stone tools was not given up. Some 
of the micro-lithic tools continued to be essential items. People began to travel for a long distance 
to obtain metal ores. This led to a network of Chalcolithic cultures and the Chalcolithic cultures 
were found in many parts of India. 

 Generally, Chalcolithic cultures had grown in river valleys. Most importantly, the Harappan 
culture is considered as a part of Chalcolithic culture. In South India the river valleys of the 
Godavari, Krishna, Tungabhadra, Pennar and Kaveri were settled by farming communities during 
this period. Although they were not using metals in the beginning of the Metal Age, there is 
evidence of copper and bronze artifacts by the end of second millennium B.C. Several bronze and 
copper objects, beads, terracotta figurines and pottery were found at Paiyampalli in Tamil Nadu. 

 The Chalcolithic age is followed by Iron Age. Iron is frequently referred to in the Vedas. The 
Iron Age of the southern peninsula is often related to Megalithic Burials. Megalith means Large 
Stone. The burial pits were covered with these stones. Such graves are extensively found in South 
India. Some of the important megalithic sites are Hallur and Maski in Karnataka, Nagarjunakonda in 
Andhra Pradesh and Adichchanallur in Tamil Nadu. Black and red pottery, iron artifacts such as hoes 
and sickles and small weapons were found in the burial pits. 

 Questions With Answers 
1. In which part of Tamil Nadu was the eggs of Dinosaur discovered? 

The eggs of Dinosaur were discovered in an excavation in Ariyalur of Tamil Nadu. 
2. What gives us information on the people who lived before us with evidence and periodic 

tables? 
History.  

3. In which part of Tamil Nadu has there been excavation for past 100 years? 
Atichanallur, which is at the district of Tirunelveli.  

4. In the year 2004 where did they find the 160 burial urns of people in Tamil Nadu? 
Atichanallur, which is at the district of Tirunelveli.  
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5. Which are called as historic evidences? 
 Period in which people lived 
 Events 
 Food habits 
 Customs  
 Culture  
 Forms of Government 
 Literature etc. 

6. How many divisions are there in History? 
History is been divided in two types as Pre-Historic Period and Historical period. 

7. What is historical period? 
Historical period has the written evidence and other evidences.  

8. What is known as written evidences? 
The written evidences are literary works, historical notes, stone edicts, copper plates and 
palm leaves. 

9. What are the evidence to know about the pre-historic period? 
To know about the pre historic period, there are evidences such as the things that belonged 
to that period, ruins, fossils, horns and bones of animals, tools made of stones, skulls and 
deposits (impressions) which are found in different places around the world as well as in 
India. with the help of these we know about the pre-historic period of India. 

10. How can we classify the pre-historic period? 
The pre-historic period can be classified as follows, 

 Paleolithic age – Old stone age (BC 10000 years ago) 
 Neolithic age – New stone age (BC 10000 – BC 4000) 
 Chalcolithic age – Copper Stone age (BC 3000 – BC 600) 
 Iron age (BC 1500 – BC 600) 

11. How can we classify Stone Age? 
With the help of the tools used by early man, we can divide the Stone Age into Old Stone 
Age and New Stone Age. 

12. Which is an evidence to prove that women who lived in Old Stone Age where into hunting? 
In the Pimpet Ca Cave in Madhya Pradesh we can see a painting. This painting depicts that 
women with her child tied to her waist is throwing an arrow. From this we know that 
women were also involved in hunting.  
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13. Name the places in India where the Old Stone Age tools were found? 
 Madhya Pradesh – Soan River bank, Pimpet Ca, Mageshwa. 
 Rajasthan – Luni Valley 
 Karnataka – Pagalkhat 
 Andhra Pradesh – Karnool caves, Renigunta. 
 Tamil Nadu – Vadamadurai, Attirampakkam, Pallavaram, Kanchipuram, Vellur, 

Thiruvallur. 
14. Which is the first animal tamed by man? 

Dog 
15. What is the next step of human evolution called as? 

New Stone Age. 
16. In which period wheels were introduced? 

New Stone Age. 
17. Which was the first metal used by human? 

Copper. 
18. How is copper age called as? 

Chalcolithic Age. 
19. Which period of civilization does the Harappa Civilization comes to? 

Copper Stone Age. 
20. In which period did they use tools made out of Iron? 

The period when the tools were made up of Iron was called as Iron Age. Household articles 
and agricultural implements were made out of iron. They learnt to melt the metal and make 
weapons. They were creative. Vedic period belonged to the Iron Age.  

21. Name the places in India where the New Stone Age Weapons were found? 

Tirunelveli, Thandikudi, Pudukottai, Tiruchirapalli and Salem 

 
2. Indus Vally Civilization 

Notes 
The Harappan Civilization 
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 The earliest excavations in the Indus valley were done at Harappa in the West Punjab and 
Mohenjodaro in Sind. Both places are now in Pakistan. The findings in these two cities brought to 
light a civilization. It was first called the ‘The Indus Valley Civilization’. But this civilization was later 
named as the ‘Indus Civilization’ due to the discovery of more and more sites far away from the 
Indus valley. Also, it has come to be called the ‘Harappan Civilization’ after the name of its first 
discovered site. 

Important Sites 

 Among the many other sites excavated, the most important are Kot Diji in Sind, Kalibangan 
in Rajasthan, Rupar in the Punjab, Banawali in Haryana, Lothal, Surkotada and Dholavira, all the three 
in Gujarat. The larger cities are approximately a hundred hectares in size. Mohenjodara is the 
largest of all the Indus cities and it is estimated to have spread over an area of 200 hectares. 

Origin and Evolution 

 The archaeological findings excavated for the last eight decades reveal the gradual 
development of the Harappan culture. There are four important stages or phases of evolution and 
they are named as pre-Harappan, early-Harappan, mature-Harappan and late Harappan. 

 The pre-Harappan stage is located in eastern Baluchistan. The excavations at Mehrgarh 150 
miles to the northwest of Mohenjodaro reveal the existence of pre-Harappan culture. In this stage, 
the nomadic people began to lead a settled agricultural life. 

 In the early-Harappan stage, the people lived in large villages in the plains. There was a 
gradual growth of towns in the Indus valley. Also, the transition from rural to urban life took place 
during this period. The sites of Amri and Kot Diji remain the evidence for early-Harappan stage. 

 In the mature-Harappan stage, great cities emerged. The excavations at Kalibangan with its 
elaborate town planning and urban features prove this phase of evolution. 

 In the late-Harappan stage, the decline of the Indus culture started. The excavations at Lothal 
reveal this stage of evolution. Lothal with its port was founded much later. It was surrounded by a 
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massive brick wall as flood protection. Lothal remained an emporium of trade between the 
Harappan civilization and the remaining part of India as well as Mesopotamia. 

Date of the Harappan Culture 

 In 1931, Sir John Marshall estimated the duration of the occupation of Mohenjodaro between 
3250 and 2750 B.C. Subsequently, as and when new sites were discovered, the dating of the Harappan 
culture is modified. The advent of the radiocarbon method paves way for fixing almost accurate 
dates. By 1956, Fairservis brought down the dating of the Harappan culture to between 2000 and 1500 
B.C. 

 on the basis of radiocarbon dates of his findings. In 1964, D.P. Agarwal came to the conclusion 
that the total span of this culture should be between 2300 and 1750 B.C. Yet, there is further scope of 
modification of these dates. 

Salient Features of the Harappan Culture 

Town Planning 

 The Harappan culture was distinguished by its system of townplanning on the lines of the 
grid system – that is streets and lanes cutting across one another almost at right angles thus 
dividing the city into several rectangular blocks. Harappa, Mohenjodaro and Kalibangan each had its 
own citadel built on a high podium of mud brick. Below the citadel in each city lay a lower town 
containing brick houses, which were inhabited by the common people. 

 The large-scale use of burnt bricks in almost all kinds of constructions and the absence of 
stone buildings are the important characteristics of the Harappan culture. 

 Another remarkable feature was the underground drainage system connecting all houses to 
the street drains which were covered by stone slabs or bricks. The most important public place of 
Mohenjodaro is the Great Bath measuring 39 feet length, 23 feet breadth and 8 feet depth. Flights of 
steps at either end lead to the surface. There are side rooms for changing clothes. The floor of the 
Bath was made of burnt bricks. Water was drawn from a large well in an adjacent room, and an 
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outlet from one corner of the Bath led to a drain. It must have served as a ritual bathing site. The 
largest building in Mohenjodaro is a granary measuring 150 feet length and 50 feet breadth. But in 
the citadel of Harappa we find as many as six granaries. 

Economic life 

 There was a great progress in all spheres of economic activity such as agriculture, industry 
and crafts and trade. Wheat and barley were the main crops grown besides sesame, mustard and 
cotton. Surplus grain is stored in granaries. Animals like sheep, goats and buffalo were 
domesticated. The use of horse is not yet firmly established. A number of other animals were 
hunted for food including deer. 

 Specialized groups of artisans include goldsmiths, brick makers, stone cutters, weavers, boat-
builders and terracotta manufacturers. Bronze and copper vessels are the outstanding examples of 
the Harappan metal craft. Gold and silver ornaments are found in many places. Pottery remains 
plain and in some places red and black painted pottery is found. Beads were manufactured from a 
wide variety of semi-precious stones. 

 Internal trade was extensive with other parts of India. Foreign trade was mainly conducted 
with Mesopotamia, Afghanistan and Iran Gold, copper, tin and several semi-precious stones were 
imported. Main exports were several agricultural products such as wheat, barely, peas, oil seeds and 
a variety of finished products including cotton goods, pottery, beads, terracotta figures and ivory 
products. 

 There is much evidence to prove the trade links between the Indus and Sumerian people. 
Many seals of Indus valley have been found in Mesopotamia. Trade was of the barter type. The seals 
and the terracotta models of the Indus valley reveal the use of bullock carts and oxen for land 
transport and boats and ships for river and sea transport. 

Social Life 
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 Much evidence is available to understand the social life of the Harappans. The dress of both 
men and women consisted of two pieces of cloth, one upper garment and the other lower garment. 
Beads were worn by men and women. Jewelleries such as bangles, bracelets, fillets, girdles, anklets, 
ear-rings and fingerrings were worn by women. These ornaments were made of gold, silver, copper, 
bronze and semi precious stones.  

 The use of cosmetics was common. Various household articles made of pottery, stone, shells, 
ivory and metal have been found at Mohenjodaro. Spindles, needles, combs, fishhooks, knives are 
made of copper. Children’s toys include little clay carts. Marbles, balls and dice were used for games. 
Fishing was a regular occupation while hunting and bull fighting were other pastimes. There were 
numerous specimens of weapons of war such as axes, spearheads, daggers, bows, arrows made of 
copper and bronze. 

Arts 

 The Harappan sculpture revealed a high degree of workmanship. Figures of men and women, 
animals and birds made of terracotta and the carvings on the seals show the degree of proficiency 
attained by the sculptor. The figure of a dancing girl from Mohenjodaro made of bronze is 
remarkable for its workmanship. Its right hand rests on the hip, while the left arm, covered with 
bangles, hangs loosely in a relaxed posture. Two stone statues from Harappa, one representing the 
back view of a man and the other of a dancer are also specimens of their sculpture. The pottery 
from Harappa is another specimen of the fine arts of the Indus people. The pots and jars were 
painted with various designs and colours. Painted pottery is of better quality. The pictorial motifs 
consisted of geometrical patterns like horizontal lines, circles, leaves, plants and trees. On some 
pottery pieces we find figures of fish or peacock. 

Script 

 The Harappan script has still to be fully deciphered. The number of signs is between 400 and 
600 of which 40 or 60 are basic and the rest are their variants. The script was mostly written from 
right to left. In a few long seals the boustrophedon method – writing in the reverse direction in 
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alternative lines - was adopted. Parpola and his Scandinavian colleagues came to the conclusion that 
the language of the Harappans was Dravidian. A group of Soviet scholars accepts this view. Other 
scholars provide different view connecting the Harappan script with that of Brahmi. The mystery of 
the Harappan script still exists and there is no doubt that the decipherment of Harappan script will 
throw much light on this culture. 

Religion 

 From the seals, terracotta figurines and copper tablets we get an idea on the religious life of 
the Harappans. The chief male deity was Pasupati, (proto-Siva) represented in seals as sitting in a 
yogic posture with three faces and two horns. He is surrounded by four animals (elephant, tiger, 
rhino, and buffalo each facing a different direction). Two deer appear on his feet. The chief female 
deity was the Mother Goddess represented in terracotta figurines. In latter times, Linga worship 
was prevalent. Trees and animals were also worshipped by the Harappans. They believed in ghosts 
and evil forces and used amulets as protection against them. 

Burial Methods 

 The cemeteries discovered around the cities like Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Kalibangan, Lothal 
and Rupar throw light on the burial practices of the Harappans. Complete burial and post-cremation 
burial were popular at Mohenjodaro. At Lothal the burial pit was lined with burnt bricks indicating 
the use of coffins. Wooden coffins were also found at Harappa. The practice of pot burials is found 
at Lothal sometimes with pairs of skeletons. However, there is no clear evidence for the practice of 
Sati. 

Decline of the Harappan Culture 

 There is no unanimous view pertaining to the cause for the decline of the Harappan culture. 
Various theories have been postulated. Natural calamities like recurring floods, drying up of rivers, 
decreasing fertility of the soil due to excessive exploitation and occasional earthquakes might have 
caused the decline of the Harappan cities. 
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 According to some scholars the final blow was delivered by the invasion of Aryans. The 
destruction of forts is mentioned in the Rig Veda. Also, the discovery of human skeletons huddled 
together at Mohenjodaro indicates that the city was invaded by foreigners. The Aryans had superior 
weapons as well as swift horses which might have enabled them to become masters of this region. 

Questions With Answers 

1. How is Harappa Civilization called as? 
City Civilization 

2. Which civilization was beginning of civilization in India? 
Indus Vally Civilization  

3. In which period did the British found burnt bricks and ruins? 
1856 

4. Which was the place where British found burnt bricks and ruins? 
In 1856, while the British were trying to build railway lines near the banks of River Ravi they 
found mound of sand, well burnt bricks and ruins.  

5. Which is the ancient civilization in India? 
Harappa. 

6. When was Harappa Civilization found in Ancient India? 
1921 

7. Which language is the word Harappa comes from? 
Sindhi 

8. What is the meaning of the term Harappa? 
Buried City. 

9. When was Harappa Civilization flourished in India?  
4700 years ago. 

10. Name some other cities found through ruins? 
Mohenjo-Daro, Chanhu-Daro, Kalibangan, and Lothal. 

11. Where is the `Great Bath’ found? 
Mohenjo-Daro 

12. Where is Lothal situated? 
Gujarat 

13. What does Mohenjo-Daro mean? 
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`Mound of Death’ 
14. What were the techniques of Indus Vally Civilization? 

Buildings, Town Planning, administration, drainage system, applied science. 
15. What was used to make pots? 

Wheel 
16. What are the metals used during Indus Vally Civilization? 

Copper, Bronze, Gold, Silver. For measurement purpose they used some kind of stone. They 
did not use iron. 

17. Important Business: Agriculture 
Cultivation: Wheat and barley 
Dress: cotton and wool 
Written Process: Pictographic 

18.   What was the most important product made by Indus Vally Civilization? 
Terracotta  

19. What were the sculptures of Indus Vally Civilization? 
 Dancing girls sculpture from Mohenja-Daro. 
 Statue of man with beard made of limestone. 

20. Which god is work shipped by Indus Vally Civilization?   
Lord Shiva represented as Pasupathi, Mother Goddess, Lingam, Trident, and Trees. 

 
3. Vedic Period 

Notes 
 The cities of the Harappan Culture had declined by 1500 B.C. Consequently, their economic 
and administrative system had slowly declined. Around this period, the speakers of Indo-Aryan 
language, Sanskrit, entered the north-west India from the Indo-Iranian region. Initially they would 
have come in small numbers through the passes in the northwestern mountains. Their initial 
settlements were in the valleys of the north-west and the plains of the Punjab.  

 Later, they moved into Indo-Gangetic plains. Asthey were mainly a cattle-keeping people, 
they were mainly in search of pastures. By 6th century B.C., they occupied the whole of North India, 
which was referred to as Aryavarta. This period between 1500 B.C and 600 B.C may be divided into 
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the Early Vedic Period or Rig Vedic Period (1500 B.C - 1000 B.C) and the Later Vedic Period (1000B.C - 
600 B.C). 

Original Home of the Aryans 

 The original home of the Aryans is a debatable question and there are several views. 
Different scholars have identified different regions as the original home of the Aryans. They include 
the Arctic region, Germany, Central Asia and southern Russia. Bala Gangadhara Tilak argues that the 
Aryans came from the Arctic region on astronomical calculations.  

 However, the theory of southern Russia appears to be more probable and widely accepted 
by historians. From there, the Aryans moved to different parts of Asia and Europe. They entered 
India in about 1500 B.C. and came to be known as Indo-Aryans. They spoke the Indo-Aryan language, 
Sanskrit. 

Vedic Literature 

 The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the root ‘vid’, which means to know. In other words, the term 
‘Veda’ signifies ‘superior knowledge’. The Vedic literature consists of the four Vedas – Rig, Yajur, 
Sama and Atharva. The Rig Veda is the earliest of the four Vedas and it consists of 1028 hymns. The 
hymns were sung in praise of various gods. The Yajur Veda consists of various details of rules to be 
observed at the time of sacrifice. The Sama Veda is set to tune for the purpose of chanting during 
sacrifice. It is called the book of chants and the origins of Indian music are traced in it. The Atharva 
Veda contains details of rituals. 

 Besides the Vedas, there are other sacred works like the Brahmanas, the Upanishads, the 
Aranyakas and the epics Ramayana and Mahabharata. The Brahmanas are the treatises relating to 
prayer and sacrificial ceremony. The Upanishads are philosophical texts dealing with topic like the 
soul, the absolute, the origin of the world and the mysteries of nature. The Aranyakas are called 
forest books and they deal with mysticism, rites, rituals and sacrifices. The author of Ramayana was 
Valmiki and that of Mahabharata was Vedavyas. 
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Rig Vedic Age or Early Vedic Period (1500 - 1000 B.C.) 

 During the Rig Vedic period, the Aryans were mostly confined to the Indus region. The Rig 
Veda refers to Saptasindhu or the land of seven rivers. This includes the five rivers of Punjab, 
namely Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej along with the Indus and Saraswathi. The political, 
social and cultural life of the Rig Vedic people can be traced from the hymns of the Rig Veda. 

Political Organization 

 The basic unit of political organization was kula or family. Several families joined together on 
the basis of their kinship to form a village or grama. The leader of grama was known as gramani. A 
group of villages constituted a larger unit called visu. It was headed by vishayapati. The highest 
political unit was called jana or tribe. There were several tribal kingdoms during the Rig Vedic 
period such as Bharatas, Matsyas, Yadus and Purus.  

 The head of the kingdom was called as rajan or king. The Rig Vedic polity was normally 
monarchical and the succession was hereditary. The king was assisted by purohita or priest and 
senani or commander of the army in his administration. There were two popular bodies called the 
Sabha and Samiti. The former seems to have been a council of elders and the latter, a general 
assembly of the entire people. 

Social Life 

 The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. The basic unit of society was family or graham. The 
head of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was generally practiced while polygamy 
was prevalent among the royal and noble families. The wife took care of the household and 
participated in all the major ceremonies. Women were given equal opportunities as men for their 
spiritual and intellectual development. There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and 
Lopamudra during the Rig Vedic period. Women could even attend the popular assemblies. There 
was no child marriage and the practice of sati was absent. 
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 Both men and women wore upper and lower garments made of cotton and wool. A variety 
of ornaments were used by both men and women. Wheat and barley, milk and its products like curd 
and ghee, vegetables and fruits were the chief articles of food. The eating of cow’s meat was 
prohibited since it was a sacred animal. Chariot racing, horse racing, dicing, music and dance were 
the favourite pastimes. The social divisions were not rigid during the Rig Vedic period as it was in 
the later Vedic period. 

Economic Condition 

 The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was cattle rearing. 
Their wealth was estimated in terms of their cattle. When they permanently settled in North India 
they began to practice agriculture. With the knowledge and use of iron they were able to clean 
forests and bring more lands under cultivation.  

 Carpentry was another important profession and the availability of wood from the forests 
cleared made the profession profitable. Carpenters produced chariots and ploughs. Workers in 
metal made a variety of articles with copper, bronze and iron. Spinning was another important 
occupation and cotton and woolen fabrics were made. Goldsmiths were active in making ornaments. 
The potters made various kinds of vessels for domestic use. 

 Trade was another important economic activity and rivers served as important means of 
transport. Trade was conducted on barter system. In the later times, gold coins called nishka were 
used as media of exchange in large transactions. 

Religion 

 The Rig Vedic Aryans worshiped the natural forces like earth, fire, wind, rain and thunder. 
They personified these natural forces into many gods and worshipped them. The important Rig 
Vedic gods were Prithvi (Earth), Agni (Fire), Vayu (Wind), Varuna (Rain) and Indra (Thunder). Indra was 
the most popular among them during the early Vedic period. Next in importance to Indra was Agni 
who was regarded as an intermediary between the gods and people.  
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 Varuna was supposed to be the upholder of the natural order. There were also female gods 
like Aditi and Ushas. There were no temples and no idol worship during the early Vedic period. 
Prayers were offered to the gods in the expectation of rewards. Ghee, milk and grain were given as 
offerings. Elaborate rituals were followed during the worship.  

Later Vedic Period (1000 – 600 B.C.) 

 The Aryans further moved towards east in the Later Vedic Period. The Satapatha Brahmana 
refers to the expansion of Aryans to the eastern Gangetic plains. Several tribal groups and 
kingdoms are mentioned in the later Vedic literature. One important development during this 
period is the growth of large kingdoms. Kuru and Panchala kingdoms flourished in the beginning. 
Parikshat and Janamejaya were the famous rulers of Kuru kingdom. Pravahana Jaivali was a popular 
king of the Panchalas. He was a patron of learning. After the fall of Kurus and Panchalas, other 
kingdoms like Kosala, 

 Kasi and Videha came into prominence. The famous ruler of Kasi was Ajatasatru. Janaka was 
the king of Videha with its capital at Mithila. His court was adorned by scholar Yajnavalkya. 
Magadha, Anga and Vanga seem to be the easternmost tribal kingdoms. The later Vedic texts also 
refer to the three divisions of India – Aryavarta (northern India), Madhyadesa (central India) and 
Dakshinapatha (southern India). 

Political Organization 

 Larger kingdoms were formed during the later Vedic period. Many jana or tribes were 
amalgamated to form janapadas or rashtras in the later Vedic period. Hence the royal power had 
increased along with the increase in the size of kingdom. The king performed various rituals and 
sacrifices to strengthen his position. They include Rajasuya (consecration ceremony), Asvamedha 
(horse sacrifice) and Vajpeya (chariot race). The kings also assumed titles like Rajavisvajanan, 
Ahilabhuvanapathi, (lord of all earth), Ekrat and Samrat (sole ruler). 

 In the later Vedic period, a large number of new officials were involved in the administration 
in addition to the existing purohita, senani and gramani. They include the treasury officer, tax 
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collector and royal messenger. At the lower levels, the administration was carried on by the village 
assemblies. The importance of the Samiti and the Sabha had diminished during the later Vedic 
period. 

Economic Condition 

 Iron was used extensively in this period and this enabled the people to clear forests and to 
bring more land under cultivation. Agriculture became the chief occupation. Improved types of 
implements were used for cultivation. Besides barley, rice and wheat were grown. Knowledge of 
manure was another improvement. Industrial activity became more varied and there was greater 
specialization. Metal work, leather work, carpentry and pottery made great progress. In addition to 
internal trade, foreign trade became extensive.  

 The Later Vedic people were familiar with the sea and they traded with countries like 
Babylon. A class of hereditary merchants (vaniya) came into existence. Vaisyas also carried on trade 
and commerce. They organized themselves into guilds known as ganas. Besides nishka of the Rig 
Vedic period, gold and silver coins like satamana and krishnala were used as media of exchange. 

Social Life 

 The four divisions of society (Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras) or the Varna system 
was thoroughly established during the Later Vedic period. The two higher classes - Brahmana, and 
Kshatriya enjoyed privileges that were denied to the Vaisya and Sudra. A Brahmin occupied a higher 
position than a Kshatriya but sometimes Kshatriyas claimed a higher status over the Brahmins. 
Many sub-castes on the basis of their occupation appeared in this period. 

 In the family, the power of the father increased during the Later Vedic period. There was no  
improvement in the status of women. They were still considered inferior and subordinate to men. 
Women also lost their political rights of attending assemblies. 
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 Child marriages had become common. According the Aitreya Brahmana a daughter has been 
described as a source of misery. However, the women in the royal household enjoyed certain 
privileges. 

Religion 

 Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni lost their importance. Prajapathi (the 
creator), Vishnu (the protector) and Rudra (the destroyer) became prominent during the Later Vedic 
period. Sacrifices were still important and the rituals connected with them became more elaborate. 
The importance of prayers declined and that of sacrifices increased. Priesthood became a profession 
and a hereditary one.  

 The formulae for sacrifices were invented and elaborated by the priestly class. Therefore, 
towards the end of this period there was a strong reaction against priestly domination and against 
sacrifices and rituals. The rise of Buddhism and Jainism was the direct result of these elaborate 
sacrifices. Also, the authors of the Upanishads, which is the essence of Hindu philosophy, turned 
away from the useless rituals and insisted on true knowledge (jnana) for peace and salvation. 

Questions With Answers 

1. The place where Ayans settled in India is called as – Arya Vardham. 
2. The Aryans migrated to India through - Khyber and Bolan  
3. Aryans made their livelihood by herding the cattle. They compiled the prayers of their 

ancestors as Vedas. In History this was called as Vedic Age. 
4. The Vedic Age was classified into two types, 

 Early Vedic Age: BC 1500 – BC 1000 
 Later Vedic Age: BC 1000 – BC 600 

5. Early Vedic Age – Rig Veda 
6. Sabta Sindhu – The Land of Seven Rivers 
7. In Rig Veda, Aryans lived in Sindhu which is now in Pakistan. They settled in Sabta Sindhu in 

Punjab.  
8.  The basic unit of the society – Family 

Many Families – Village 
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Many Villages – Vis - Head – Vishwapathy 
The next higher administration – Jana- Head- Rajan (King) 
People lived in kingdom – Prajas (King – Prajapathi) 
Many Chieftains- Mahajanapadas 

9. Saba- Group of Elders 
Samithi – Representatives of people 

10. Women Poets of Early Vedic Age 
 Vishwawara 
 Abala 
 Kosa 
 Lobamuthra 

11. In Early Vedic Age Widows Remarriage was accepted.  
12. In Early Vedic Age – Cattle rearing, agriculture were the important business.  
13. Yagas made during Early Vedic Age – Ashvamedha, Rajasuya and Vajapaya. 
14. Later Vedic Period: Sama Veda, Atharvana Veda, Yajur Veda. 
15. During the Later Vedic Period Brahmanas, Upanishads, Aranyakas were written. 
16. Later Vedic Period : (B.C 1000 to BC 600) 

 The metal widely used was iron. 
 According to the number of cattle owned by a person his wealth and economic 

status was estimated. 
 Sati, according to which the widow will throw herself into the funeral pyre of her 

husband, was in practice.  
 Highly educated women are Gargi, Maitreyi.  

17. Gold silver Coins – Nishka, Swarna and Satamana were in use in Later Vedic Period. 
18. Thanur Veda: War Practice.  

4. Sangam Period 
Notes 

 The Sangam Age constitutes an important chapter in the history of South India. According to 
Tamil legends, there existed three Sangams (Academy of Tamil poets) in ancient Tamil Nadu 
popularly called Muchchangam. These Sangams flourished under the royal patronage of the 
Pandyas. The first Sangam, held at Then Madurai, was attended by gods and legendary sages but no 



History                                                                   Prepared By www.winmeen.com 

 

Learning Leads To Ruling                                     Page 21 of 30 

literary work of this Sangam was available. The second Sangam was held at Kapadapuram but the 
all the literary works had perished except Tolkappiyam. The third Sangam at Madurai was founded 
by Mudathirumaran. It was attended by a large number of poets who produced voluminous 
literature but only a few had survived. These Tamil literary works remain useful sources to 
reconstruct the history of the Sangam Age. 

Sangam Literature 

 The corpus of Sangam literature includes Tolkappiyam, Ettutogai, Pattuppattu, 
Pathinenkilkanakku, and the two epics – Silappathigaram and Manimegalai. Tolkappiyam authored 
by Tolkappiyar is the earliest of the Tamil literature. It is a work on Tamil grammar but it provides 
information on the political and socio economic conditions of the Sangam period. The Ettutogai or 
Eight Anthologies consist of eight works – Aingurunooru, Narrinai, Aganaooru, Purananooru, 
Kuruntogai, Kalittogai, Paripadal and Padirruppattu. The Pattuppattu or Ten Idylls consist of ten 
works – Thirumurugarruppadai, Porunararruppadai, Sirupanarruppadai, Perumpanarruppadai, 
Mullaippattu, Nedunalvadai, Maduraikkanji, Kurinjippatttu, Pattinappalai and Malaipadukadam. Both 
Ettutogai and Pattuppattu were divided into two main groups – Aham (love) and Puram (valour). 
Pathinenkilkanakku contains eighteen works mostlydealing with ethics and morals. The most 
important among them is Tirukkural authored by Thiruvalluvar. Silappathigaram written by Elango 
Adigal and Manimegalai by Sittalai Sattanar also provides valuable information on the Sangam 
polity and society.  

Other Sources 

 In addition to the Sangam literature, the Greek authors like Megasthenes, Strabo, Pliny and 
Ptolemy mention the commercial contacts between the West and South India. The Asokan 
inscriptions mention the Chera, Chola and Pandya rulers on the south of the Mauryan empire. The 
Hathikumbha inscription of Kharavela of Kalinga also mentions about Tamil kingdoms. The 
excavations at Arikkamedu, Poompuhar, Kodumanal and other places reveal the overseas 
commercial activities of the Tamils. 
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Period of Sangam Literature 

 The chronology of the Sangam literature is still a disputed topic among the scholars. The 
sheet anchor of Sangam chronology lies in the fact that Gajabhagu II of Sri Lanka and Cheran 
Senguttuvan of the Chera dynasty were contemporaries. This is confirmed by Silappathigaram as 
well as the Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa. Also the Roman coins issued by Roman emperors of the 
first century A.D were found in plenty in various places of Tamil Nadu. Therefore, the most probable 
date of the Sangam literature has been fixed between the third century B.C. to third century A.D. on 
the basis of literary, archaeological and numismatic evidences. 

Political History 

 The Tamil country was ruled by three dynasties namely the Chera, Chola and Pandyas during 
the Sangam Age. The political history of these dynasties can be traced from the literary references. 

Cheras 

 The Cheras ruled over parts of modern Kerala. Their capital was Vanji and their important 
seaports were Tondi and Musiri. They had the palmyra flowers as their garland. The Pugalur 
inscription of the first century A.D refers to three generations of Chera rulers. Padirruppattu also 
provides information on Chera kings. Perum Sorru Udhiyan Cheralathan, Imayavaramban Nedum 
Cheralathan and Cheran Senguttuvan were the famous rulers of this dynasty. 

 Cheran Senguttuvan belonged to 2nd century A.D. His younger brother was Elango Adigal, 
the author of Silappathigaram. Among his military achievements, his expedition to the Himalayas 
was remarkable. He defeated many north Indian monarchs. 

 Senguttuvan introduced the Pattini cult or the worship of Kannagi as the ideal wife in Tamil 
Nadu. The stone for making the idol of Kannagi was brought by him after his Himalayan expedition. 
The consecration ceremony was attended by many princes including Gajabhagu II from Sri Lanka. 

Cholas 
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 The Chola kingdom of the Sangam period extended from modern Tiruchi district to southern 
Andhra Pradesh. Their capital was first located at Uraiyur and then shifted to Puhar. Karikala was a 
famous king of the Sangam Cholas. Pattinappalai portrays his early life and his military conquests. In 
the Battle of Venni he defeated the mighty confederacy consisting of the Cheras, Pandyas and 
eleven minor chieftains. This event is mentioned in many Sangam poems. Vahaipparandalai was 
another important battle fought by him in which nine enemy chieftains submitted before him. 
Karikala’s military achievements made him the overlord of the whole Tamil country. Trade and 
commerce flourished during his reign period. He was responsible for the reclamation of forest lands 
and brought them under cultivation thus adding prosperity to the people. He also built Kallanai 
across the river Kaveri and also constructed many irrigation tanks. 

Pandyas 

 The Pandyas ruled over the present day southern Tamil Nadu. Their capital was Madurai. The 
earliest kings of the Pandyan dynasty were Nediyon, Palyagasalai Mudukudumi Peruvaludhi and 
Mudathirumaran. There were two Neduncheliyans. The first one was known as Aryappadai Kadantha 
Neduncheliyan (one who won victories over the Aryan forces). He was responsible for the execution 
of Kovalan for which Kannagi burnt Madurai. The other was Talaiyalanganattu Cheruvenra (He who 
won the battle at Talaiyalanganam) Neduncheliyan. He was praised by Nakkirar and Mangudi 
Maruthanar. He wore this title after defeating his enemies at the Battle of Talaiyalanganam, which 
is located in the Tanjore district. By this victory Neduncheliyan gained control over the entire Tamil 
Nadu. Maduraikkanji written by Mangudi Maruthanar describes the socio-economic condition of the 
Pandya country including the flourishing seaport of Korkai. The last famous Pandyan king was 
Uggira Peruvaludhi. The Pandyan rule during the Sangam Age began to decline due to the invasion 
of the Kalabhras. 

Minor Chieftains 

 The minor chieftains played a significant role in the Sangam period. Among them Pari, Kari, 
Ori, Nalli, Pegan, Ay and Adiyaman were popular for their philanthropy and patronage of Tamil 
poets. Therefore, they were known as Kadai Yelu Vallalgal. 
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Although they were subordinate to the Chera, Chola and Pandya rulers, they were powerful and 
popular in their respective regions. 

Sangam Polity 

 Hereditary monarchy was the form of government during the Sangam period. The king had 
also taken the advice of his minister, court-poet and the imperial court or avai. The Chera kings 
assumed titles like Vanavaramban, Vanavan, Kuttuvan, Irumporai and Villavar, the Chola kings like 
Senni, Valavan and Killi and the Pandya kings Thennavar and Minavar. Each of the Sangam dynasties 
had a royal emblem – carp for the Pandyas, tiger for the Cholas and bow for the Cheras. The 
imperial court or avai was attended by a number of chiefs and officials. The king was assisted by a 
large body of officials who were divided into five councils. They were ministers (amaichar), priests 
(anthanar), military commanders (senapathi), envoys (thuthar) and spies (orrar). The military 
administration was also efficiently organized during the Sangam Age. Each ruler had a regular army 
and their respective Kodimaram (tutelary tree). 

 Land revenue was the chief source of state’s income while custom duty was also imposed on 
foreign trade. The Pattinappalai refers to the custom officials employed in the seaport of Puhar. 
Booty captured in wars was also a major income to the royal treasury. Roads and highways were 
well maintained and guarded night and day to prevent robbery and smuggling. 

Sangam Society 

 Tolkappiyam refers to the five - fold division of lands - Kurinji (hilly tracks), Mullai (pastoral), 
Marudam (agricultural), Neydal (coastal) and Palai (desert). The people living in these five divisions 
had their respective chief occupations as well as gods for worship. 

 Kurinji – chief deity was Murugan – chief occupation, hunting and honey collection. 
 Mullai – chief deity Mayon (Vishnu) – chief occupation, cattle-rearing and dealing with      

dairy products. 
 Marudam – chief deity Indira – chief occupation, agriculture. 
 Neydal – chief deity Varunan – chief occupation fishing and salt manufacturing. 
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 Palai – chief deity Korravai – chief occupation robbery. 

 Tolkappiyam also refers to four castes namely arasar, anthanar, vanigar and vellalar. The 
ruling class was called arasar. Anthanars played a significant role in the Sangam polity and religion. 
Vanigars carried on trade and commerce. The vellalas were agriculturists. Other tribal groups like 
Parathavar, Panar, Eyinar, Kadambar, Maravar and Pulaiyar were also found in the Sangam society. 
Ancient primitive tribes like Thodas, Irulas, Nagas and Vedars lived in this period. 

Religion 

 The primary deity of the Sangam period was Seyon or Murugan, who is hailed as Tamil God. 
The worship of Murugan was having an ancient origin and the festivals relating to God Murugan 
was mentioned in the Sangam literature. He was honoured with six abodes known as Arupadai 
Veedu. Other gods worshipped during the Sangam period were Mayon (Vishnu), Vendan (Indiran), 
Varunan and Korravai. The Hero Stone or Nadu Kal worship was significant in the Sangam period. 
The Hero Stone was erected in memory of the bravery shown by the warrior in battle. Many hero 
stones with legends inscribed on them were found in different parts of Tamil Nadu. This kind of 
worshipping the deceased has a great antiquity. 

Position of Women 

 There is a plenty of information in the Sangam literature to trace the position of women 
during the Sangam age. Women poets like Avvaiyar, Nachchellaiyar, and Kakkaipadiniyar flourished 
in this period and contributed to Tamil literature. The courage of women was also appreciated in 
many poems. Karpu or Chaste life was considered the highest virtue of women. Love marriage was 
a common practice. Women were allowed to choose their life partners. However, the life of widows 
was miserable. The practice of Sati was also prevalent in the higher strata of society. The class of 
dancers was patronized by the kings and nobles. 

Fine Arts 
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 Poetry, music and dancing were popular among the people of the Sangam age. Liberal 
donations were given to poets by the kings, chieftains and nobles. The royal courts were crowded 
with singing bards called Panar and Viraliyar. They were experts in folk songs and folk dances. The 
arts of music and dancing were highly developed. 

 A variety of Yazhs and drums are referred to in the Sangam literature. Dancing was 
performed by Kanigaiyar. Koothu was the most popular entertainment of the people. 

Economy of the Sangam Age 

 Agriculture was the chief occupation. Rice was the common crop. Ragi, sugarcane, cotton, 
pepper, ginger, turmeric, cinnamon and a variety of fruits were the other crops. Jack fruit and 
pepper were famous in the Chera country. Paddy was the chief crop in the Chola and Pandya 
country. 

 The handicrafts of the Sangam period were popular. They include weaving, metal works and 
carpentry, ship building and making of ornaments using beads, stones and ivory. There was a great 
demand for these products, as the internal and external trade was at its peak during the Sangam 
period. Spinning and weaving of cotton and silk clothes attained a high quality. The poems mention 
the cotton clothes as thin as a cloud of steam or a slough of a snake. There was a great demand in 
the western world for the cotton clothes woven at Uraiyur. 

 Both internal and foreign trade was well organized and briskly carried on in the Sangam Age. 
The Sangam literature, Greek and Roman accounts and the archaeological evidences provide 
detailed information on this subject. Merchants carried the goods on the carts and on animal-back 
from place to place. Internal trade was mostly based on the barter system. 

 External trade was carried between South India and the Greek kingdoms. After the 
ascendancy of the Roman Empire, the Roman trade assumed importance. The port city of Puhar 
became an emporium of foreign trade, as big ships entered this port with precious goods. Other 
ports of commercial activity include Tondi, Musiri, Korkai, Arikkamedu and Marakkanam. The author 
of Periplus provides the most valuable information on foreign trade. Plenty of gold and silver coins 
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issued by the Roman Emperors like Augustus, Tiberius and Nero were found in all parts of Tamil 
Nadu. They reveal the extent of the trade and the presence of Roman traders in the Tamil country. 

 The main exports of the Sangam age were cotton fabrics, spices like pepper, ginger, 
cardamom, cinnamon and turmeric, ivory products, pearls and precious stones. Gold, horses and 
sweet wine were the chief imports. 

End of the Sangam Age 

 Towards the end of the third century A.D., the Sangam period slowly witnessed its decline. 
The Kalabhras occupied the Tamil country for about two and a half centuries. We have little 
information about the Kalabhra rule. Jainism and Buddhism became prominent during this period. 
The Pallavas in the northern Tamil Nadu and Pandyas in southern Tamil Nadu drove the Kalabhras 
out of the Tamil country and established their rule. 

Questions With Answers 

1. Which is the `Grand Old Country of Bharath`? 
The land made between Himalayas and Cape Comorin.  

2. What language is spoken by people living near South of Tirupathi? 
Tamil 

3. How was South India called by British People? 
Madras Presidency. 

4. When Tamil Nadu did was named as Tamil Nadu? 
1967 

5. Who named Tamil Nadu as Tamil Nadu? 
Chief Minister Arignar Anna (1967) 

6. What are the Tamil Sangams name them with their headquatres? 

Sangam Headquatres 

First Sangam Thenmadurai 

Second Sangam Kapadapuram 



History                                                                   Prepared By www.winmeen.com 

 

Learning Leads To Ruling                                     Page 28 of 30 

Third Sangam Madurai Muthoor 

7. In which place did the poets of Padava Rule did research on Tamil? How is that process 
called as? 
Madurai Muthoor.  Because of this it is called as Kudal. 

8. What is Prehistoric Tamil Nadu? 
 Before Prehistoric period, the Indian Ocean on the South of Cape Comorin was a land 

mass. 
 It was called as `Kumari Kandam`. 
 The river Fahruli ran on this land mass which was eight to ten times bigger than 

South India.  
 There were wide ranges of mountains. 
 It was said that the land has sufficient rain, dense forest, civilized people and 

efficient kingdom.  
 That kingdom was called as ancient Pandyan Kingdom. 

9.  What is Lemuria? 
There was a land mass connecting Africa and Australia this was called Lemuria. It was 
named after the Monkey Lemur. 

10. Which period is called as Sangam age? 
 The historic period of Tamil Nadu begins from Sangam Period. 
 Sangam age is the period during which the poets of the third sangam joined 

together and did research on Tamil. 
 This period lasted for 400 years from BT 200- AT 200. 
 Some considerd that it was from BT 300 to AT 300. 

11. Which was the oldest Tamil literature originated before third sangam? 
Tolkappiyam. 

12. Which was the literature which has non religious text and originated during sangam period? 
Thirukkural. 

13. Name the words which are denoted to mode of travel at sea? 
Navai, Kalam, Kappal, Thoni, Odam, Padagu, Theppam and Katamaram. 

14. What are the regions in which Tamil Nadu made its trade? 
Egypt, Yavanam, Rome, China and other Eastern countries. 

15. Name two examples of town civilization? 
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Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa Civilization. 
16. How were lands divided by Sangam period poets? 

Kurinchi Mountainous region 

Mullai Forest region 

Marutham Wet agriculture land 

Neithal Coastal area 

Palai Sandy region 

17. Which occupation was honored during sangam period? 
Agriculture as it provided food for all. 

18. Who are the famous Cheran Kings? 
 Imayavaramban Neducheralathan 
 Silambu Pugazh Cheran Senguttuvan. 

19. Cheran, Chola Pandava Kingdoms Capital, Ports and Symbol. 

 
Cheran Chola Pandava 

Capital Vanchi (Karur) Uraiyur Madurai 

Port 
Thondi and 

Musuri Kaveripoopattanam 
Korkai 

(Tuticorin)  
Symbol  Bow and arrow Tiger Fish 

20. Who are the famous kings of Pandavas? 
 Mudatirumaran  
 Thalaiyalanganathu Cheruvendra Neduncheziyan 

         Kadaiyezhu Vallalgal 
 Pari 
 Ori 
 Malayan 
 Nalli 
 Ezhini  
 Pegan 
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 Aay 
21. What were the worshiping procedures followed during Sangam period? 

As the buildings of temple were not in practice they worshipped the stones erected in 
memories of dead soldiers which were the known as Hero Stones or Nadukkal and their 
ancestors.  

22. Who was the famous king of Chola Dynasty? 
 Karikalan- He ruled over 2000 years ago and conquered Eelam.  
 He built Kallani on the banks of river Cauvery. 
 He was called as Karikalan Peruvalathan. 
 Others were Rajaraja Cholan and Rajendra Cholan. 

23. What are the functions celebrated during Sangam period? 
 Harvest festival, 
 Pongal 
 Festival of spring season 
 Indiravizha. 


