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History Part – 32 

32] Role Of Tamilnadu In Freedom Movement 

Notes 

Madras Mahajana Sabha 

 The first organization in the madras presidency to agitate for the rights of 

people was the madras native association. 

 It was established by Harley , lakshminarasu chetty and srinivasa pillai in 

1852. 

 The association criticized the policies of the east india company. 

 In 1884 the madras native association was merged with the madras mahajana 

sabha in 1884 which was established by  S.Ramaswami mudhaliar , 

P.Anandacharlu and rangaiah naidu. 

 P.Rangaiah naidu was elected as the first president of the sabha. Madras 

Mahajana sabha was considered to be unique one which paved the way for 

our national freedom. 

 In 1930 the sabhaorganized the salt sathagraha movement on april 22
nd

 in 

madras George town , Esplanade , the high court and beach areas. 

 When the british government banned the congress party , madras mahajana 

sabha conducted numerous exhibitions to instigate the patriotic feelings in 
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the hearts of our countrymen such as All india khadi exhibition and 

swadeshi exhibition. 

 The father of our nation mahatma gandhiji had delivered a speech at the 

meeting of mahajana sabha on October 24
th

 1986.Pandit  

 Jawaharlal Nehru also had participated in the golden jubilee celebrations of 

the sabha. 

V. O. Chidambaram Pillai 

 Born 5 September 1872 , Ottapidaram, Thoothukudi District 

 Died 18 November 1936 (age 64) , Thoothukudi 

 Other names V. O. C,  Kappal Oottiya Tamilzhan, Sekkizuththa semmal  

 He started his career as a laweyer at tirunelveli. 

 He was the founder of swadeshi dharma sanga weaving co operative stores 

at tuticorin. 

 He launched the first indigenous Indian shipping service between Tuticorin 

and Colombo with the Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company, competing 

against British ships. 

 The partition of bengal in 1905 had drawn him into the politics 

 He organized the coral mill strike in the town near the sea shore that resulted 

in the increase of workers wages and reduction of working hours. 
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 In 1907 he attended the congress sessions held at , surat ; where the congress 

split into moderates and extremists. 

 He followed the militant leader bala gangadhar tilak and preached his 

philosophy. 

 Charged with the sedition , he was sentenced to forty years of imprisonment. 

 His right leg was chained and he was used as bullock in pulling the oil press. 

Subramaniya Siva 

 Born 4 October 1884 in vathalagundu (dindugal district ) 

 Died 23 July 1925 (aged 40) Papparapatti, Madras Presidency, India 

 Cause of death is Leprosy 

 He was arrested many times between 1908 to 1922 for his anti imperialists 

activities. 

 While serving his last prison term , he was affected byy leprosy and was 

ordered to be shifted to salem jail. 

 When siva was unable to wlk due to the severity of disease , the british 

government enacted a law for siva , stating that leprosy patient should not 

travel by rail. 

 As a result siva travelled the whole distance of madras province on foot 

though his whole body was covered with sores. 
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Subramania Bharati 

 Born Subramanian 11 December 1882 Ettayapuram, Thoothukudi, Tamil 

Nadu 

 Died 11 September 1921 (aged 38) Madras (Chennai), Tamil Nadu 

 Other names Bharathi, Subbaiah, Sakthi Dasan, Mahakavi, Mundasu 

Kavignar Veera Kavi, Selly Dasan 

 Spouse - Chellamma  

 He  worked as teacher in 1904 at madurai. 

 He also served as assistant editor in swadeshimithran in 1904. 

 In 1907 , he became the editor of the tamil weekly 'India'.At the same time 

he also edited the english newspaper ' Bala Bharatham '. 

 In 1908  he organized a huge public meeting in madras to celebrate swaraj 

day. 

 After the world war I , in november 1918 he was arrested and released after 

the three weeks in custody. 

Vanchinathan 

 Vanchinathan was under the service of the state of Travancore. 

 The activities of the extremists greatly alarmed the british.The collector 

Ashe , shot down and killed four persons in Tirunelveli. 
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 So vanchinathan wanted to take revenge against the collector.He secretly 

went to maniyachi railway station and shot dead ashe on 17
th

 june 1911 and 

he himself committed sucide. 

 A letter was found in his pocket describing that the act of murder of 

collector ashe was the first rehersal to assassinate the king George V who 

was expected to madras. 

Tiruppur Kumaran 

 Born 4 October 1904[1] Chennimalai, Erode 

 Died 11 January 1932 (aged 27) Tiruppur 

 He founded Desa Bandhu Youth Association and led protests against the 

British.  

 He died from injuries sustained from a police assault on the banks of Noyyal 

River in Tiruppur during a protest march against the British government on 

11 January 1932.  

 At the time of his death, he was holding the flag of the Indian Nationalists, 

which had been banned by the British giving rise to the epithet Kodi Kaththa 

Kumaran. 

 A statue has been erected in Tirupur in his honor which is often used as a 

focal point for public demonstrations. 
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S. Satyamurti 

 Born Sundara Sastri Sathyamurthi 19 August 1887 Thirumayam, 

Pudukkottai  

 Died 28 March 1943 (aged 55) Madras 

 He was the political mentor for kamaraj. 

 Rajagopalachari nominated him to succeed as the president of the indian 

national congress in tamil nadu in 1930. 

 He served as the mayor of madras in 1939. 

 In 1919 the congress selected him as its representative to joint parlimentary 

committee to protest the montague chelmsford reforms and rowlatt act. 

 He built the water reservoir in poondi anbout 50kms west to the city to 

augment the water supply position. 

 The reservoir was commissioned by kamaraj and named it as satyamurti 

sahar. 

 To honour this greatman , the headquaters of the tamilnadu congress 

committee was named fter him as , Satyamurthi Bhavan. 

 He participated in the swadeshi movement and Quit india movement and 

imprisoned for several times. 

C. Rajagopalachari 
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 Born 10 December 1878 Thorapalli, Salem district (present-day Krishnagiri 

district, Tamil Nadu, India) 

 Died 25 December 1972 (aged 94) Madras, Tamil Nadu, India 

 Political party - Swatantra Party (1959–1972) 

 He became the lawer at salem in 1898. 

 He joined the indian national congress and participated in the calcutta 

session in 1906. 

 He participated in the surt sessions in 1907. 

 In 1930 he broke the salt laes at vedaranyam. 

 He started his march to vedaranyam from tiruchirapalli with hundreds of 

volunteers to brek the salt laws. 

 He won the provincial elections and became the chief minister of madras 

presidency. 

 He also made hindi as the compulsory subject , but it was opposed by 

periyar. 

 He resigned his chief ministership in 1939 in protest against the use of 

indian men and materials in the second world war by the british without their 

consent. 

 He became the first indian governor general of free india. 
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 In 1952 he formed the ministry in tamil nadu.During that time he introduced 

Kula kalvi thittam But it was opposed by kamaraj and periyar. 

 In 1955 he was awarded Bharat Ratna and often he was referred as chanakya 

for his diplomatic skills. 

K. Kamaraj 

 Born 15 July 1903 Virudupatti (Virudhunagar) 

 Died 2 October 1975 (aged 72) Madras, Tamil Nadu, India 

 He entered into the freedom movement of india by taking part in the vikam 

sathyagraha in 1924. 

 He enrolled himself as a full time worker of the congress party in 1929. 

 When gandhiji announced salt sathagraha he participated in the vedaranyam 

march long with C.Rajagopalachari in 1930.He was arrested and imprisoned 

for two years in Alipore jail.As a result of Gandhi - Irwin pact of 1931 he 

was released. 

 In 1940 , he went to wardha to meet gandhiji to get the approval for the list 

of sathyagrahis.But he was arrested and sent to vellore jail. 

 Because of his active participation in the quit india movement in 1942 he 

was arrested and sentenced to three years in the amaravati prison. 

 He hoisted the indian flag in sathyamurti's house in 1947. 
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 He served as the chief minister of tamilnadu for 9 years and introduced 

various welfare measures like opening schools , free education , mid day 

meals scheme , construction of dams and canala to improve agriculture and 

launching of new industries in tamilnadu. 

 He was called king maker as he made lal bahadur sastri as the prime minister 

in 1964 and Mrs.Indira gandhi in 1966 after the death of sastri. 

 Kamaraj was famous for his policy known as K plan. 

 He was affectionately called by the people as perum thalaivar which means 

great leader. 


